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Nestled along the banks of the Chenab River in the heart of Pakistan's Punjab 
province, Multan stands as a living testament to centuries of rich history and 
spirituality. Known as the "City of Saints," Multan has captivated the hearts and 
minds of travelers, scholars, and pilgrims for generations. In "Mysteries of Multan: 
Exploring the City of Saints," we embark on a journey to unravel the secrets and 
delve into the enigmatic charm of this ancient city. 


With its origins dating back to 5 thousand years, Multan has witnessed the rise 
and fall of empires, the ebb and flow of trade routes, and the convergence of 
diverse cultures. Throughout its history, it has remained a center of religious 
devotion, attracting mystics, poets, and seekers of wisdom from far and wide. 
Multan's spiritual tradition, deeply rooted in Sufism, has left an indelible mark on 
the city, shaping its architecture, art, and cultural practices. 


In this book, we will explore Multan's sacred heritage, beginning with its 
architectural splendors. From the awe-inspiring Multan Fort, a magnificent 
testament to the city's defensive prowess, to the exquisite mausoleums and 
shrines that dot the landscape, each structure tells a story of devotion and artistic 
excellence. We will unravel the legends and myths surrounding Multan, delving 
into tales of heroic warriors, mystical saints, and supernatural phenomena that 
have become intertwined with the city's fabric. 


Multan's spiritual tradition is a tapestry woven with threads of love, devotion, and 
transcendence. We will delve into the practices and rituals of Sufism, which have 
shaped the city's ethos and continue to inspire seekers on their quest for spiritual 
enlightenment. We will also immerse ourselves in the vibrant bazaars of Multan, 
where artisans and craftsmen weave their magic, creating intricate pottery, 
handwoven textiles, and exquisite jewelry. 


No exploration of Multan would be complete without savoring its culinary 
delights. The city's cuisine reflects its multicultural heritage, with influences from 


Persia, Central Asia, and the Indian subcontinent. From the aromatic biryanis to 
the delectable sweets, Multan's food is a sensory delight that will leave a lasting 
impression. 


Throughout the book, we will witness the colorful festivals and celebrations that 
bring the city to life. From the exuberant Urs festivals honoring revered saints to 
the pulsating music and dance performances, Multan's cultural calendar is filled 
with moments of joy and collective celebration. 


Join us as we embark on this immersive journey through the chapters of Multan's 
history, spirituality, arts, culture, and natural beauty. "Mysteries of Multan: 
Exploring the City of Saints" invites you to uncover the hidden treasures and 
experience the timeless allure of this enchanting city. 


CHAPTER 1: 
UNVEILING THE SACRED HERITAGE 


Multan, with its ancient origins shrouded in mystery, has a sacred heritage that 
reaches far back into antiquity. As we step foot in this city, we are immediately 
greeted by a profound sense of spirituality that permeates the air. In this chapter, 
we will delve into the origins of Multan and explore the sacred sites that have 
become the bedrock of its religious and cultural identity. 


Multan's history can be traced back to the Bronze Age, with evidence of human 
settlement found in the nearby archaeological site of Harappa. Over the 
centuries, Multan emerged as a significant center of trade and commerce, 
strategically located on the crossroads of the Silk Road and the Arabian Sea trade 
routes. Its strategic location attracted various rulers and dynasties, each leaving 
their mark on the city's landscape. 


One of the earliest references to Multan comes from ancient Sanskrit texts, which 
mention the city as "Mulasthana" or the abode of Lord Shiva. The city's 
association with Hinduism continued during the reign of the Kushan Empire, when 
it became an important center for the worship of the sun god, Surya. 


With the advent of Islam in the Indian subcontinent, Multan underwent a 
profound transformation. The city became a bastion of Sufism, attracting 
renowned mystics and scholars who propagated the teachings of Islam ina 
spiritual and inclusive manner. Multan's transformation into a city of saints began 
during the rule of the Delhi Sultanate and reached its pinnacle under the Mughal 
Empire. 


Today, Multan is home to numerous shrines and mausoleums, each dedicated to 
a revered saint who played a significant role in shaping the city's spiritual 
landscape. The mausoleum of Shah Rukn-e-Alam, one of Multan's most iconic 
landmarks, stands as a testament to the city's spiritual legacy. Built in the 14th 
century, this architectural marvel draws pilgrims and devotees from across the 
world, seeking solace and blessings. 


In addition to its Islamic heritage, Multan also embraces its multicultural past. The 
city is adorned with temples, gurdwaras, and other places of worship, reflecting 
the coexistence of different faiths throughout history. The Sun Temple, dedicated 
to the sun god Surya, is a testament to Multan's ancient Hindu roots, while the 
Shrine of Baha-ud-Din Zakariya serves as a symbol of the city's inclusivity. 


As we delve deeper into Multan's sacred heritage, we will explore the rituals, 
practices, and devotional music that form an integral part of the city's spiritual 
fabric. The mesmerizing qawwalis (devotional songs) that echo through the 
shrines and the rhythmic dance of the dervishes transport us to a realm where 
earthly boundaries dissolve, and the soul finds solace in divine union. 


CHAPTER # 2: 
MULTAN ARCHITECTURAL SPLENDOR 
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Multan, with its rich architectural heritage, stands as a living testament to the 
craftsmanship and ingenuity of the artisans who shaped its skyline. In this 
chapter, we will embark on a journey through the architectural splendors of 
Multan, exploring the magnificent structures that have withstood the test of time. 


At the heart of Multan's architectural landscape stands the imposing Multan Fort, 
a magnificent fortress that has guarded the city for centuries. Built during the 
reign of the Delhi Sultanate, the fort is a formidable structure with thick walls and 
bastions, designed to withstand enemy invasions. As we enter through the 
massive gates, we are transported back in time, witnessing the echoes of battles 
and the grandeur of the empires that once ruled over Multan. 


Within the fort, we discover the intricately designed buildings and palaces that 
once housed the ruling elite. The Haveli of Aam Khas, adorned with delicate 
frescoes and intricate woodwork, showcases the artistic brilliance of the Mughal 
era. The Diwan-e-Aam, or the Hall of Public Audience, stands as a testament to 
the administrative prowess of the Mughal emperors, where they held court and 
addressed the concerns of the people. 


Venturing beyond the fort, we encounter a wealth of architectural wonders 
scattered throughout Multan. The Shahi Eidgah Mosque, constructed during the 
reign of Emperor Aurangzeb, is a stunning example of Mughal architecture. Its 
colossal prayer hall, adorned with intricate calligraphy and geometric patterns, 
exudes an aura of serenity and devotion. 


Multan is also home to a myriad of mausoleums and shrines, each showcasing 
unique architectural styles and serving as spiritual sanctuaries. The Mausoleum of 
Sheikh Rukn-e-Alam, located within the shrine complex of the same name, is a 
masterpiece of Tughlaq architecture. Its elegant dome, intricate tile work, and 
beautiful marble carvings mesmerize visitors and evoke a sense of reverence. 


Another notable architectural gem is the Tomb of Bahauddin Zakariya, dedicated 
to the revered Sufi saint of the same name. The tomb's distinct blue and white tile 
work, intricately carved marble screens, and peaceful courtyard create an 
atmosphere of tranquility, inviting visitors to reflect and seek spiritual solace. 


Multan's architectural splendors are not limited to religious structures alone. The 
Ghanta Ghar, or Clock Tower, is an iconic landmark in the heart of the city. Built 
during the British Raj, its unique blend of Victorian and Mughal architectural 
elements serves as a reminder of Multan's colonial past. 


In the heart of Multan, Pakistan, stands the magnificent MGM Services Club and 
Lodge, a testament to the city's architectural splendor. This luxurious 
establishment seamlessly combines opulent accommodation with the timeless 


charm of Multan's architectural heritage. As you step into this grand retreat, you 
are greeted by a fusion of contemporary design and traditional Multani motifs, 
creating a captivating ambiance that transports you to a bygone era. The 
architecture of MGM Services Club and Lodge Multan pays homage to the city's 
rich history, with its intricately carved facades, arched doorways, and majestic 
domes. Each element is meticulously crafted, showcasing the finest craftsmanship 
and attention to detail. The use of local materials and traditional techniques adds 
an authentic touch, blending seamlessly with the modern amenities that cater to 
the needs of discerning travelers. Every corner of MGM Services Club and Lodge 
Multan tells a story. From the grand lobby adorned with exquisite Multani tile 
work to the serene courtyard boasting a mesmerizing water fountain, the 
architecture is a visual delight that captivates the senses. The interior spaces are 
adorned with vibrant colors, intricate woodwork, and hand-painted frescoes, 
creating an enchanting atmosphere that reflects Multan's rich artistic heritage. As 
you explore the establishment, you'll discover the harmonious integration of 
architecture and functionality. The spacious suites and rooms offer panoramic 
views of the city, allowing you to immerse yourself in Multan's architectural 
beauty while enjoying the utmost comfort. Modern amenities seamlessly blend 
with the traditional decor, creating a perfect balance between luxury and 
authenticity. MGM Services Club and Lodge Multan is not just a place to stay; it's 
an immersive experience that celebrates Multan's architectural splendor. 
Whether you're a history enthusiast, an architecture lover, or a traveler seeking 
unparalleled luxury, this establishment offers an unforgettable journey through 
time and beauty. 


In the vibrant city of Multan, the Multan Arts Council stands as a beacon of 
creativity and cultural expression. This esteemed institution serves as a platform 
for artists, performers, and art enthusiasts to come together and celebrate the 
rich artistic heritage of Multan. From captivating exhibitions showcasing 
traditional and contemporary artwork to enthralling performances that bring the 
stage to life, the Multan Arts Council fosters a vibrant arts community and 
promotes the city's cultural splendor. 


Multan Railway Station, an architectural masterpiece nestled in the heart of the 
city, stands as a testament to Multan's rich history and enduring connection to 
the railway network. Built during the British colonial era, the station showcases a 


fusion of Mughal and Victorian architectural styles, with its grand facade, intricate 
detailing, and majestic dome. Serving as a vital transportation hub, the station has 
witnessed countless arrivals and departures, carrying the stories of travelers and 
connecting Multan to destinations far and wide. Today, the Multan Railway 
Station remains an iconic landmark, welcoming visitors with its timeless charm 
and serving as a gateway to the wonders of Multan. 


As we explore Multan's architectural landscape, we cannot overlook the intricate 
craftsmanship of its bazaars. The bustling Chowk Bazaar, with its narrow lanes 
and vibrant shops, is a treasure trove of architectural delights. The traditional 
havelis (mansions) with their intricately carved wooden balconies, ornate facades, 
and colorful frescoes transport us to a bygone era of opulence and grandeur. 


Multan's architectural heritage is a living testament to the city's rich history, 
artistic brilliance, and multicultural influences. From the grandeur of the Multan 
Fort to the serenity of the mausoleums, each structure tells a story of resilience, 
devotion, and artistic excellence. 


CHAPTER # 3: 
LEGENDS AND MYTHS OF MULTAN 


Multan, steeped in ancient folklore and legends, is a city that carries within it a 
tapestry of mythical tales and captivating narratives. In this chapter, we will delve 
into the rich realm of Multan's legends and myths, unearthing the stories that 
have captivated the imaginations of its inhabitants for centuries. 


One of the most enduring legends of Multan revolves around the origin of the 
city's name. According to local folklore, when Alexander the Great arrived in the 
region, he encountered a sage named Moolraj who resided near the Chenab 
River. Inspired by the sage's wisdom, Alexander named the settlement after him, 
giving birth to the city of Multan. 


Another popular legend that weaves its way through Multan's narrative is the tale 
of Prahlad and Holika. It is believed that the ancient Multan Fort stands on the 
very spot where the young Prahlad, a devotee of Lord Vishnu, was saved from the 
treacherous intentions of his demoness aunt, Holika. This tale is intricately linked 
to the Hindu festival of Holi, celebrated with great fervor in Multan and across the 
Indian subcontinent. 


Multan's spiritual heritage is further enriched by the legend of Hazrat Shah Shams 
Tabrizi, a renowned Sufi saint and close companion of the legendary poet Rumi. 
According to the tale, Shah Shams Tabrizi arrived in Multan during the 13th 
century and settled near the shrine of Sheikh Rukn-e-Alam. It is said that his mere 
presence in the city brought about a spiritual transformation, infusing Multan 
with an ethereal aura of mysticism and enlightenment. 


As we navigate the enchanting realms of Multan's myths, we encounter stories 
that interweave historical figures with elements of fantasy. One such tale revolves 
around Mai Maharban, a courageous woman who defied societal norms and 
fought valiantly alongside her husband in battles. Mai Maharban's indomitable 
spirit and her unwavering dedication to her homeland have become the stuff of 
legends, symbolizing bravery and resilience. 


The folklore of Multan also includes tales of jinns and supernatural entities that 
inhabit the city's ancient structures. It is believed that these mystical beings guard 
hidden treasures and possess the power to grant wishes. Many locals recount 
eerie encounters and inexplicable occurrences, further fueling the allure and 
mystery that surrounds Multan's architectural marvels. 


Multan's vibrant bazaars and bustling streets also have their share of legends. The 
Bazaar-e-Hakiman, known for its traditional herbal remedies and ancient wisdom, 
is said to have been frequented by wise healers who possessed supernatural 
abilities. Locals still seek remedies and charms from the shops lining this bazaar, 
believing in the mystical powers they hold. 


Legends and myths have not only shaped Multan's cultural identity but have also 
inspired its artistic expressions. The folk music and dance of Multan often draw 
inspiration from these ancient tales, using rhythm and melody to transport 
audiences into the realms of the mythical. 


As we traverse the chapters of Multan's legends and myths, we uncover the 
layers of enchantment and wonder that have contributed to the city's unique 
character. These tales, passed down through generations, provide a glimpse into 
the collective imagination and beliefs of Multan's inhabitants. 


CHAPTER # 4: 
MULTAN’s SPIRITUAL TRADITION 


Multan, known as the "City of Saints," has a deeply rooted spiritual tradition that 
has flourished for centuries. In this chapter, we will delve into the mystical world 
of Multan's spiritual heritage, exploring the practices, rituals, and devotion that 
have made the city a sanctuary for seekers of divine enlightenment. 


At the heart of Multan's spiritual tradition lies Sufism, a mystical branch of Islam 
that emphasizes the inner journey and the quest for union with the Divine. 
Multan has been a center for Sufi thought and practice, attracting renowned Sufi 
saints and scholars who spread the message of love, tolerance, and spiritual 


awakening. 


One of the most revered Sufi saints associated with Multan is Hazrat Bahauddin 
Zakariya, whose shrine serves as a beacon of spiritual guidance for countless 
devotees. The shrine complex is a sanctuary of serenity, where seekers immerse 
themselves in prayer, meditation, and the recitation of Sufi poetry. 


Sufi rituals and practices form an integral part of Multan's spiritual landscape. The 
rhythmic chanting of qawwalis (devotional songs) fills the air in shrines and 
dargahs (Sufi tombs), creating an atmosphere of devotion and transcendence. The 
qawwals, with their soul-stirring melodies and ecstatic performances, lead the 
audience on a Spiritual journey, awakening their souls to the divine presence. 


Whirling dervishes, known as the Sufi mystics who engage in the Sama dance, also 
hold a prominent place in Multan's spiritual tradition. The Sama, derived from the 
Arabic word for "listening," is a meditative dance that involves graceful spinning 
movements. It is believed to induce a state of spiritual ecstasy, allowing the 
dancer to transcend the material realm and attain a union with the divine 
essence. 


Multan's spiritual tradition goes beyond the confines of shrines and rituals; it 
permeates the daily lives of its inhabitants. The teachings of Sufi masters 
emphasize the importance of compassion, humility, and service to humanity. 
Multan's people embody these principles, engaging in acts of charity and 
selflessness, and fostering a sense of community and unity among its diverse 
population. 


The city's spiritual tradition also finds expression in its literature and poetry. 
Multan has been a nurturing ground for poets and scholars who have eloquently 
expressed the depths of Sufi philosophy and the experiences of divine love. The 
works of renowned poets like Shah Shams Tabrizi and Khawaja Ghulam Farid have 
left an indelible mark on Multan's literary legacy, inspiring generations with their 
profound verses. 


Multan's spiritual tradition is not confined to Islam alone. The city is a tapestry of 
religious diversity, embracing the coexistence of different faiths. The presence of 


temples, gurdwaras, and churches further enriches the spiritual fabric of Multan, 
fostering an environment of religious harmony and mutual respect. 


As we immerse ourselves in Multan's spiritual heritage, we find that the city's 
saints and their teachings transcend religious boundaries. The message of love, 
compassion, and inner transformation resonates with people from all walks of 
life, irrespective of their religious affiliations. Multan serves as a Spiritual 
sanctuary, a place where individuals can embark on their personal journeys of 
self-discovery and connect with the divine presence within themselves. 


CHAPTER # 5: 
VIBRANT BAZAARS OF MULTAN 


The bustling bazaars of Multan are a vibrant tapestry of sights, sounds, and scents 
that showcase the city's rich cultural heritage and its thriving commercial spirit. In 
this chapter, we will wander through the labyrinthine lanes of Multan's bazaars, 
immersing ourselves in the vibrant atmosphere and uncovering the treasures and 
traditions that make them an integral part of the city's identity. 


Chowk Bazaar, located in the heart of Multan, stands as a testament to the city's 
historical significance as a bustling trade center. This vibrant marketplace, with its 
narrow alleys and teeming shops, is a treasure trove of traditional crafts, textiles, 
and culinary delights. As we meander through its lanes, we are greeted by the 
vibrant hues of handcrafted textiles, intricate embroidery, and beautifully 
embellished garments that reflect Multan's rich artistic traditions. 


The sound of hammering and chiseling resonates from the metalwork shops, 
where skilled artisans craft exquisite brassware, including intricately designed 
utensils, lamps, and decorative items. The skilled hands of these craftsmen bring 
to life the beauty of Multan's traditional metalwork, showcasing their meticulous 
attention to detail and the finesse of their craftsmanship. 


Multan is renowned for its vibrant and colorful pottery, and the bazaars offer a 
kaleidoscope of earthenware creations. From hand-painted tiles and ceramic 
bowls to decorative vases and intricately designed pottery, the pottery shops in 
Multan's bazaars showcase the city's rich ceramic heritage. Each piece tells a 
story, reflecting the mastery of the potters and the artistic traditions that have 
been passed down through generations. 


One cannot explore Multan's bazaars without experiencing the aromatic delights 
of the city's spice markets. The air is filled with the heady scents of exotic spices, 
as shopkeepers proudly display their colorful arrays of herbs, spices, and 
condiments. From fragrant cardamom and pungent cloves to vibrant turmeric and 
fiery red chili powder, the spice markets of Multan awaken the senses and offer a 
tantalizing glimpse into the city's culinary traditions. 


Multan's bazaars are also renowned for their traditional handicrafts, showcasing 
the skills of local artisans who have mastered the art of woodwork, camel bone 
carving, and lacquer artistry. The woodwork shops display intricately carved 
furniture, including elaborately designed chairs, tables, and cabinets that reflect 


the city's architectural motifs. The camel bone artisans create exquisite pieces, 
such as delicate jewelry boxes and decorative items adorned with intricate 
carvings. Lacquerware, with its vibrant colors and glossy finish, adds a touch of 
elegance to the bazaars, with lacquer bowls, trays, and vases captivating visitors 
with their vibrant designs. 


The bazaars of Multan are not just about shopping; they are a hub of cultural 
exchange and social interaction. The teahouses, known as "Sarai" in Multan's 
bazaars, provide a gathering place for locals and visitors alike. Here, over a cup of 
steaming chai, people engage in lively conversations, share stories, and forge 
connections, creating a sense of community and camaraderie. 


Multan's bazaars are also a culinary paradise, offering a wide array of street food 
and traditional delicacies. Food stalls line the lanes, tempting passersby with the 
aroma of sizzling kebabs, flavorful biryanis, and mouthwatering sweets. The city's 
signature dishes, such as "sohan halwa" and "Multani pulao," are must-try 
delights that reflect the culinary heritage of Multan. 


As we navigate the vibrant bazaars of Multan, we become immersed in the city's 
cultural tapestry, witnessing the interplay of tradition and modernity, and 
experiencing the warmth and hospitality of its people. The bazaars are not just 
commercial spaces; they are living embodiments of Multan's history, 
craftsmanship, and vibrant cultural exchange. 


CHAPTER # 6 


CULINARY DELIGHTS OF MULTAN 


Multan is not only known for its rich history and architectural wonders but also 
for its mouthwatering culinary delights that tantalize the taste buds and leave a 
lasting impression on visitors. In this chapter, we will delve into the vibrant and 
diverse culinary landscape of Multan, exploring the flavors, aromas, and traditions 
that make it a gastronomic paradise. 


One cannot talk about Multan's cuisine without mentioning its famous dish, 
"Sohan Halwa." This delectable sweet treat, made from a combination of milk, 
sugar, ghee, and semolina, is cooked to perfection, resulting in a smooth and 
velvety texture. Sohan Halwa is adorned with a generous sprinkle of almonds and 
pistachios, adding a delightful crunch to each bite. It is not just a dessert; it is a 
symbol of Multan's culinary heritage and is often exchanged as a token of 
celebration and hospitality. 


Multan is also renowned for its delectable street food, which offers a burst of 
flavors and a glimpse into the city's vibrant culinary culture. The streets are lined 
with food stalls that tempt passersby with their sizzling kebabs, succulent tikkas, 
and flavorful biryanis. The aroma of freshly grilled meats and aromatic spices fills 
the air, creating an irresistible allure for food enthusiasts. Whether it's the seekh 
kebabs, boti tikka, or the famous Multani pulao, every bite is a gastronomic 
adventure. 


The city's culinary scene extends beyond street food, with a plethora of 
traditional restaurants that serve authentic Multani dishes. One such delicacy is 
"Siri Paye," a hearty and flavorful dish made from slow-cooked trotters and shank 
bones, simmered in a rich and aromatic gravy. It is traditionally served with naan 
or tandoori roti, allowing diners to savor the tender meat and soak up the 
delectable flavors. 


Another iconic dish of Multan is "Daal Chawal," a simple yet soul-satisfying 
combination of lentils and rice. Multani Daal is known for its unique flavor profile, 


with a hint of tanginess and a blend of aromatic spices. It is often garnished with 
fresh coriander, crispy fried onions, and a drizzle of ghee, elevating it to a whole 
new level of deliciousness. Daal Chawal is a staple in Multani households and 
showcases the city's love for wholesome and comforting meals. 


Multan is also famous for its variety of sweets and desserts that cater to every 
sweet tooth. "Rabri" is a popular dessert made from reduced milk, flavored with 
cardamom, saffron, and garnished with almonds and pistachios. Its rich and 
creamy texture is a true indulgence for dessert lovers. "Jalebi," a deep-fried 
pretzel-like sweet, soaked in sugar syrup, is another beloved sweet treat that is 
enjoyed throughout the year, especially during festive occasions. 


The culinary diversity of Multan is not limited to its traditional dishes; it also 
embraces influences from neighboring regions. The city's proximity to Punjab and 
Sindh contributes to the fusion of flavors and the incorporation of regional 
specialties. For instance, the famous "Sindhi Biryani," a fragrant rice dish layered 
with marinated meat, aromatic spices, and crispy fried onions, has found its way 
into Multan's culinary repertoire, delighting food enthusiasts with its tantalizing 
flavors. 


Multan's culinary delights are not just about the food; they are also about the 
experience. The city is adorned with traditional eateries and dhabas (roadside 
restaurants) that exude a rustic charm and a welcoming ambiance. Sitting ona 
charpoy (traditional woven bed) and savoring a piping hot plate of biryani or 
enjoying a cup of steaming hot chai at a roadside tea stall, one can truly immerse 
themselves in the local culture and hospitality. 


As we indulge in the culinary delights of Multan, we discover that food is not just 
sustenance; it is an expression of the city's history, cultural fusion, and the 
warmth of its people. 


CHAPTER # 7: 
FESTIVALS AND CELEBRATIONS OF MULTAN 


Multan, known for its rich cultural heritage and vibrant traditions, is a city that 
comes alive with joyous festivals and celebrations throughout the year. In this 
chapter, we will immerse ourselves in the kaleidoscope of colors, music, and 
festivities that make Multan a hub of cultural vibrancy. 


One of the most prominent festivals in Multan is the annual Urs of Hazrat 
Bahauddin Zakariya, the patron saint of the city. This grand celebration marks the 
death anniversary of the saint and attracts thousands of devotees from all over 
the country. The city is adorned with lights and decorations, and the air is filled 
with the sounds of qawwalis (devotional songs) and prayers. The Urs is a time of 
spiritual devotion and reverence, as devotees pay their respects at the shrine, 
participate in religious rituals, and seek blessings. 


Some of the prominent Sikh festivals that were celebrated in Multan before the 
Indo-Pak partition include: 


Guru Nanak Gurpurab: Also known as Guru Nanak's Prakash Utsav, this festival 
celebrates the birth of Guru Nanak Dev Ji, the founder of Sikhism. Sikhs would 
gather at gurdwaras (Sikh temples) in Multan to offer prayers, participate in kirtan 
(devotional singing), and engage in langar (community kitchen). 


Vaisakhi: Vaisakhi marks the harvest festival in Punjab and holds historical 
significance for Sikhs. It commemorates the formation of the Khalsa by Guru 
Gobind Singh Ji in 1699. Sikhs in Multan would observe this festival by 
participating in processions, performing martial arts displays, and offering prayers 
at gurdwaras 


Hola Mohalla: Hola Mohalla is a Sikh festival celebrated the day after the Hindu 
festival of Holi. It involves various physical activities such as mock battles, 
wrestling, and martial arts displays. Sikhs in Multan would engage in these 
activities to demonstrate bravery and martial skills. 


Gurpurabs: Apart from Guru Nanak Gurpurab, Sikhs in Multan would also 
celebrate the birth anniversaries of other Sikh Gurus, known as Gurpurabs. These 
included Gurpurabs of Guru Angad Dev Ji, Guru Ram Das Ji, Guru Arjan Dev Ji, 
Guru Hargobind Ji, Guru Har Rai Ji, Guru Har Krishan Ji, Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji, and 
Guru Gobind Singh Ji. Devotees would visit gurdwaras, listen to religious 
discourses, and take part in processions. 


These festivals held great religious and cultural significance for the Sikh 
community in Multan, fostering unity and a sense of identity among the Sikhs 
living in the region. 


Another festival that holds great significance in Multan is the "Mela Channan Pir." 
Celebrated in the month of March, this festival pays homage to the Sufi saint 
Channan Pir. The festival is a vibrant affair, with a carnival-like atmosphere 
prevailing throughout the city. People gather to enjoy folk music and dance 
performances, indulge in traditional food, and participate in various cultural 
activities. The highlight of the festival is the "Jhoolay Lal," a grand procession in 
which a decorated palanquin carries the shrine's flag through the streets, 
accompanied by music and devotees. 


Multan is also known for its lively Basant festival, which marks the arrival of 
spring. Basant is celebrated with great enthusiasm, with people taking to the 


rooftops to fly colorful kites against the azure sky. The city is drenched in vibrant 
hues as the kites fill the air, creating a mesmerizing spectacle. The festival is 
accompanied by music, dance, and traditional delicacies, with families and friends 
coming together to celebrate the joyous occasion. 


Eid-ul-Fitr and Eid-ul-Adha are two major religious festivals celebrated with fervor 
in Multan. During Eid-ul-Fitr, the city adorns a festive look, with markets bustling 
with shoppers, families dressed in their finest attire, and the aroma of delicious 
sweets wafting through the air. Prayers are offered at mosques, followed by 
feasts and gatherings where people exchange greetings and gifts. Eid-ul-Adha, 
also known as the "Festival of Sacrifice," is marked by the sacrifice of animals and 
the distribution of meat to the less fortunate. The city resonates with the spirit of 
generosity and compassion during this festival, as acts of charity and kindness 
take center stage. 


Multan is also home to the vibrant "Multan Arts Festival," an annual event that 
showcases the city's artistic talents and cultural heritage. The festival features a 
variety of art exhibitions, music and dance performances, theater shows, and 
workshops. Artists, musicians, and performers from all over the country gather in 
Multan to display their skills and engage with the local community. The Multan 
Arts Festival serves as a platform to celebrate creativity and foster cultural 
exchange. 


Apart from these major festivals, Multan also celebrates various regional and 
religious festivals, such as Basant Panchami, Shab-e-Barat, and Diwali, reflecting 
the city's multicultural fabric and its spirit of inclusiveness. 


Festivals in Multan are not just about celebrations; they are a reflection of the 
city's identity, unity, and the harmony that exists among its diverse communities. 
These joyous occasions bring people together, fostering a sense of belonging and 
creating cherished memories that last a lifetime. 


CHAPTER # 8: 


NATURAL LANDSCAPES AND SERENE 
RETREATS OF MULTAN 
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While Multan is known for its bustling streets and historical landmarks, it also 
boasts an array of natural landscapes and serene retreats that offer a peaceful 
escape from the city's hustle and bustle. In this chapter, we will explore the 
tranquil havens and scenic beauty that surround Multan, inviting visitors to 
unwind, connect with nature, and rejuvenate their spirits. 


A hidden gem near Multan is the Taunsa Barrage, a majestic dam located on the 
River Indus. This engineering marvel not only serves as a vital water resource but 
also offers a mesmerizing sight for visitors. The expanse of the river, coupled with 
the sprawling green fields and the sight of migratory birds, creates a serene and 
awe-inspiring atmosphere. A visit to Taunsa Barrage provides an opportunity to 
connect with nature, observe the diverse birdlife, and witness the rhythmic flow 
of the river. 


For those seeking a tranquil escape amidst lush greenery, the Chenab Riverfront 
Park is a must-visit destination. Located on the banks of the Chenab River, this 
sprawling park offers a serene environment for relaxation and recreation. With 
well-manicured lawns, walking trails, and vibrant flower beds, the park provides a 
peaceful retreat where visitors can indulge in picnics, enjoy a leisurely stroll, or 
simply unwind while taking in the beauty of nature. 


Multan is also blessed with a rich agricultural landscape, and the Mango Orchards 
of Multan are a testament to the region's agricultural abundance. Known for 
producing some of the finest mangoes in the country, these orchards are a delight 
for the senses. Visitors can stroll through the fragrant groves, savor the sweetness 
of freshly plucked mangoes, and learn about the cultivation and harvesting 
techniques. The Mango Orchards offer a unique experience, allowing visitors to 
connect with the land, appreciate its bounty, and indulge in the flavors of 
Multan's renowned mangoes. 


For those seeking a spiritual retreat, Multan is home to several Sufi shrines that 
are nestled in peaceful surroundings. The Shrine of Shah Shams Tabrez, Shah 
Yusuf Gardezi are one of many such sanctuaries, located on the outskirts of the 
city. Surrounded by verdant gardens and towering trees, the shrines provide a 
serene atmosphere for contemplation and spiritual introspection. Visitors can pay 
their respects at the shrine, seek solace in its tranquil surroundings, and 
experience the spiritual energy that permeates the atmosphere. 


Multan's natural landscapes and serene retreats not only offer a respite from the 
city's hustle and bustle but also provide opportunities for outdoor activities and 
adventure. The nearby Tonsa Forest Park is a haven for nature lovers and 
adventure enthusiasts. With its dense foliage, scenic trails, and diverse wildlife, 
the park is ideal for hiking, bird-watching, and exploring the natural wonders that 
abound. Visitors can immerse themselves in the beauty of the forest, listen to the 
melodic songs of birds, and reconnect with the wonders of the natural world. 


As we venture beyond the city limits of Multan, we discover a world of natural 
beauty and tranquility that captivates the senses. These serene retreats offer a 
welcome escape and a chance to reconnect with the rhythms of nature. 


CHAPTER # 9: ARTS AND CRAFTS HERITAGE 
OF MULTAN 


Multan, with its rich cultural heritage, is a treasure trove of art and craft traditions 
that have been passed down through generations. In this chapter, we will delve 
into the intricate designs, skilled craftsmanship, and cultural significance of 
Multan's artistic heritage, showcasing the city's contributions to the world of art. 


One of the most renowned art forms associated with Multan is "Blue Pottery." 
This vibrant and distinct style of pottery is characterized by its vivid blue and 
white hues, intricate floral patterns, and exquisite craftsmanship. The art of blue 
pottery originated in Multan during the 14th century and has since become an 
integral part of the city's cultural identity. Skilled artisans meticulously hand-paint 
designs onto earthenware using cobalt oxide, resulting in beautiful and unique 
pieces of pottery that are not only decorative but also functional. From decorative 
tiles and plates to vases and bowls, blue pottery from Multan showcases the 
mastery of the artisans and their dedication to preserving this traditional art form. 


Multan is also known for its exquisite woodwork, which reflects the city's 
architectural grandeur and craftsmanship. Intricate wood carvings can be found in 
various historical structures, including mosques, shrines, and palaces. The 
intricate designs, geometric patterns, and floral motifs intricately carved into 
wood panels and furniture pieces are a testament to the skill and artistry of 
Multan's woodworkers. The use of teakwood and rosewood further enhances the 
beauty and durability of these masterpieces. Visitors to Multan can witness the 
art of wood carving firsthand by exploring the city's historical sites and traditional 
bazaars. 


The art of "Kashi Kari" or tile work is another significant artistic tradition of 
Multan. Multani tiles are renowned for their intricate geometric patterns, floral 
designs, and vibrant colors. These handcrafted tiles are used to adorn the walls, 
ceilings, and facades of various architectural marvels in Multan, including shrines 
and mosques. The meticulous craftsmanship and attention to detail involved in 
creating these tiles make them a true reflection of Multan's artistic heritage. 
Many artisans in Multan still practice this ancient art form, keeping the tradition 
alive and adding to the city's architectural splendor. 


Multan is also famous for its "Camel Skin Art," a unique form of leather craft that 
involves intricately painting designs on camel hides. This traditional art form 
originated from the camel herding communities in Multan and has evolved into a 
popular decorative art. Skilled craftsmen create stunning pieces by using natural 
dyes and pigments to paint intricate designs and motifs on the camel skin, 
showcasing the city's artistic prowess and cultural heritage. Camel skin art can be 
seen in the form of wall hangings, cushions, bags, and other decorative items, all 
showcasing the beauty of Multan's traditional craft. 


The art and craft heritage of Multan extends beyond these mentioned forms. The 
city is also renowned for its block printing, metalwork, embroidery, and pottery. 
Each art form holds a special place in Multan's cultural tapestry, reflecting the 
city's history, traditions, and the skill of its artisans. 


Visitors to Multan have the opportunity to explore the city's traditional bazaars, 
where they can witness artisans at work, engage in interactive workshops, and 
purchase authentic handmade crafts. The bustling bazaars are a treasure trove of 
artistic treasures, offering a glimpse into the city's artistic heritage and providing 
visitors with unique souvenirs to cherish. 


Multan's art and craft heritage are not only a source of beauty but also serve as a 
means of livelihood for the skilled artisans who continue to uphold these 
traditions. Their dedication to their craft ensures that Multan's artistic legacy lives 
on, inspiring future generations and keeping the city's cultural heritage alive. 


CHAPTER # 10: 
MUSIC AND DANCE TRADITIONS OF MULTAN 
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Multan, with its rich cultural heritage, is a city that pulsates with the rhythm of 
music and dance. In this chapter, we will explore the vibrant music and dance 
traditions of Multan, delving into the melodic tunes, captivating rhythms, and 
expressive movements that form an integral part of the city's cultural fabric. 


One of the most prominent music traditions in Multan is "Qawwali," a devotional 
form of Sufi music. Qawwali has deep roots in the city's spiritual heritage, and it is 
performed with great fervor and passion during religious festivals and shrines. 
The melodic compositions, soulful lyrics, and the rhythmic hand-clapping of the 
performers create an atmosphere of spiritual ecstasy, drawing listeners into a 
trance-like state. Qawwali performances in Multan are characterized by the 
powerful vocals of the lead singer, accompanied by harmonium, tabla, and other 
traditional instruments. The music transcends language barriers, touching the 
hearts of both the devout and the music enthusiasts alike. 


Multan is also known for its traditional folk music, which reflects the essence of 
the local culture and captures the stories and emotions of the region. The folk 
music of Multan is characterized by its lively rhythms, catchy melodies, and 
heartfelt lyrics. Instruments like the dholak, flute, and sarangi accompany the 
singers, creating a vibrant and energetic atmosphere. The folk songs of Multan 
narrate tales of love, bravery, and the everyday lives of the people, offering a 
glimpse into the cultural heritage and traditions of the region. Folk music 
performances can be witnessed at local festivals, weddings, and cultural 
gatherings, where musicians captivate the audience with their spirited 
performances. 


Dance forms in Multan are diverse and reflect the cultural fusion of the region. 
One of the most popular dance forms is the "Jhumar," a lively and energetic 
dance performed on special occasions and celebrations. The dancers, adorned in 
colorful traditional attire, move gracefully to the rhythmic beats of drums and 
other accompanying instruments. The Jhumar is a joyful expression of celebration 


and is often accompanied by singing and clapping, creating a festive atmosphere 
that is infectious and invigorating. 


Another significant dance form in Multan is the "Bhangra." Originating from the 
Punjab region, Bhangra has found its way into the cultural fabric of Multan. This 
lively dance form is characterized by its energetic movements, synchronized 
footwork, and exuberant expressions. Accompanied by the beat of the dhol drum 
and other traditional instruments, Bhangra dancers showcase their agility and 
enthusiasm, captivating the audience with their vibrant performances. Bhangra is 
not only a dance but also a celebration of community, unity, and the spirit of joy. 


Multan is also home to various classical and semi-classical dance forms, such as 
Kathak and Mujra. These dance forms exhibit elegance, grace, and intricate 
footwork, showcasing the mastery of the performers. Kathak, with its elaborate 
storytelling and rhythmic patterns, is a classical dance form that originated in 
North India and has found its place in Multan's cultural landscape. Mujra, on the 
other hand, is a semi-classical dance form that originated in the Mughal courts 
and is characterized by its expressive movements and delicate gestures. These 
dance forms add a touch of sophistication and artistic finesse to Multan's rich 
dance traditions. 


The music and dance traditions of Multan not only entertain but also serve as a 
means of cultural expression, preserving the city's heritage and fostering a sense 
of identity among its people. These art forms bring communities together, inspire 
creativity, and provide a platform for talented musicians and dancers to showcase 
their skills. 


CHAPTER # 11: 


EXPLORING NATURE AND RECREATION IN 
MULTAN 
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Multan, beyond its historical and cultural treasures, is blessed with natural 
wonders and recreational opportunities that allow visitors to reconnect with 
nature and indulge in outdoor activities. In this chapter, we will venture into the 
picturesque gardens, serene riverfronts, and historical sites that make Multan a 
haven for nature lovers and adventure seekers. 


Multan is also home to the "Shamsuddin Baloch Park," a recreational area that 
combines natural beauty with modern amenities. This well-maintained park 
features lush green lawns, colorful flower beds, and a variety of trees that provide 
shade and a refreshing atmosphere. The park offers facilities for sports activities 
like tennis, basketball, and jogging tracks for fitness enthusiasts. Children can 
enjoy playgrounds with swings, slides, and other recreational equipment. 
Shamsuddin Baloch Park is a favorite spot for families and individuals seeking a 
peaceful and enjoyable outdoor experience. 


For those interested in history and nature combined, Multan offers the "Dam 
Dama at Multan Fort." This ancient fortress not only stands as a testament to 
Multan's historical significance but also provides a captivating environment for 
exploration. The Fort complex encompasses beautiful gardens, courtyards, and 


architectural marvels that transport visitors back in time. The lush greenery within 
the Fort walls offers a serene retreat amidst the remnants of ancient structures, 
allowing visitors to appreciate the seamless blending of nature and history. 
Walking through the Fort's corridors, one can admire the intricate craftsmanship 
of the past while taking in the sights and sounds of the surrounding flora and 
fauna. 


Nature enthusiasts in Multan can also visit the "Jinnah Park." Located near Ashraf 
Naseer Hospital, Shah Rukn-e-Alam Colony, this park offers a peaceful oasis in the 
heart of the city. The park features well-manicured lawns,numerous swimming 
pools with slides both for kids and adults, vibrant flowerbeds, and tall trees that 
provide shade and respite from the sun. Visitors can enjoy leisurely walks, engage 
in outdoor yoga or meditation sessions, or simply sit on benches and soak in the 
tranquil ambiance. The Jinnah Park serves as a quiet retreat for those seeking a 
closer connection with nature in a historical setting. 


Multan's natural wonders and recreational areas provide a refreshing escape 
from the urban landscape, offering opportunities to reconnect with nature, 
engage in outdoor activities, and find moments of peace and rejuvenation. 
Whether it's strolling through picturesque gardens, enjoying riverfront views, 
exploring historical sites, or simply basking in the beauty of the city's parks, 
Multan's natural attractions cater to a variety of preferences and provide an 
immersive experience in the lap of nature. 


Chapter # 12: 
DISCOVERING THE CHARMS OF MULTAN 


As our journey through Multan comes to an end, let us take a moment to reflect 
on the unique charms and allure of this enchanting city. From its rich history and 
cultural heritage to its culinary delights, festivities, natural wonders, and warm 
hospitality, Multan has a lot to offer to visitors from around the world. In this final 
chapter, we will summarize the highlights of Multan and showcase why it is a 
destination worth exploring. 


Multan's rich history and cultural heritage are evident in its magnificent 
landmarks and architectural marvels. The Multan Fort, with its towering walls and 
intricate details, stands as a testament to the city's historical significance. Within 
its confines, visitors can immerse themselves in the past and witness the grandeur 
of bygone eras. The Mausoleum of Shah Rukn-e-Alam, a revered Sufi saint, is 
another architectural gem that draws devotees and admirers alike. The vibrant 
colors, intricate tile work, and spiritual aura of the mausoleum create a 
captivating atmosphere. 


The city of Multan is often referred to as the "City of Saints," and its spiritual 
significance is evident in the numerous shrines and mosques that dot its 
landscape. The shrines of Sufi saints such as Shah Shams Tabrez, Bahauddin 
Zakariya, and Shah Rukn-e-Alam serve as centers of spiritual devotion and are 
visited by thousands of devotees seeking blessings and solace. The mosques of 
Multan, with their magnificent domes and minarets, showcase the city's 
architectural prowess and offer a serene environment for prayers and reflection. 


Multan's culinary delights are a treat for food enthusiasts. The city's traditional 
dishes, such as Sohan Halwa, Multani Sajji, Shahi Tukray, and Pakoras, tantalize 


the taste buds with their unique flavors and aromas. Exploring Multani cuisine is a 
journey through the rich tapestry of flavors, spices, and culinary techniques that 
have been passed down through generations. Whether indulging in street food or 
savoring a meal at a traditional restaurant, Multan offers a gastronomic 
experience that is sure to leave a lasting impression. 


Festivals and celebrations in Multan are a vibrant expression of its cultural 
diversity and religious harmony. From the joyous festivities of Eid-ul-Fitr to the 
exhilarating kite-flying of Basant and the spiritual observances of Urs, Multan 
comes alive with colors, music, and a sense of community. These celebrations 
provide a glimpse into the cultural fabric of the city, where people from different 
backgrounds come together to celebrate and share their traditions. 


Multan's natural wonders and recreational opportunities offer a refreshing 
escape from the urban landscape. The Shah Shams Park, Chenab Riverfront, and 
Shamsuddin Baloch Park provide serene settings for leisurely walks, picnics, and 
outdoor activities. These green spaces allow visitors to reconnect with nature and 
find moments of tranquility in the heart of the city. Additionally, historical sites 
like the Multan Fort and Haram Gate Park combine nature and history, creating a 
unique ambiance for exploration and contemplation. 


The warm hospitality of Multan's residents adds to the city's charm. The people of 
Multan are known for their friendliness, generosity, and welcoming nature. 
Visitors are greeted with open arms and are often invited to experience the local 
customs, traditions, and hospitality firsthand. This warmth and hospitality leave a 
lasting impression and make Multan a destination that feels like home. 


As our journey through Multan concludes, it becomes clear that this city holds a 
captivating allure that stems from its historical significance, cultural heritage, 
culinary delights, vibrant festivals, natural beauty, and warm hospitality. Multan 
offers a tapestry of experiences that cater to various interests and leave visitors 
with cherished memories. 


So, whether you are a history buff, a food lover, a nature enthusiast, or simply 
seeking a destination that embraces traditions and welcomes visitors with open 
arms, Multan has something to offer. Come and discover the charms of Multan, a 
city that will leave an indelible mark on your heart. 


Thank you for joining us on this journey through Multan. May your travels be 
filled with joy, exploration, and unforgettable experience. 
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BUT BEYOND THE TANGIBLE ASPECTS OF MULTAI 
WHAT TRULY SETS THIS CITY APART IS ITS. . 
—THEIR WARMTH, THEIR RESILIENCE, AND THEIR 
UNWAVERING SPIRIT. MULTAN'S RESIDENTS — 
EMBODY THE SPIRIT OF UNITY, HOSPITALITY, AND 
A DEEP-ROOTED PRIDE IN THEIR CULTURAL 
HERITAGE. IT IS THROUGH THEIR STORIES, THEIR 
INTERACTIONS, AND THEIR GENUINE SMILES THAT 
WE TRULY COME TO UNDERSTAND THE ESSENCE OF 
MULTAN 


